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they are irrelevant to the great movement of the Greek
renaissance, which is the work of Ionia and of the lands round
the Isthmus ; but several of them are not uninteresting in
themselves.
Most powerful of these northern tribal units was Thessaly.
Here a strong band of conquerors, the Thessaloi or in their
own tongue Petthaloi, whose eponym Thessalos is mentioned
in Homer's Catalogue as a Herakleid,1 had established them-
selves, ruling over an alien but still Greek serf-population
who tilled their estates in the broad pasture-land within its
mountain wall, and conducting perennial warfare against
the mountain tribes. The serfs, who were known as Penestai,
" the Poor,'* remained stubbornly disaffected and repeatedly
but unsuccessfully rebelled. The first of these revolts took
place " before the Thessalians had ended their wars with the
Magnetes Perrhaiboi and Achaioi ",2 The Penestai were not
racially akin to these neighbouring tribes, or they might
have combined with them. They invented for themselves
a separate eponymous hero, the transparently mythical
figure of " Pencstes ".3 The overlords were probably nearer
of kin to the western mountaineers than to their own serfs.
It will be from the latter that they picked up the Aiolic
elements which, in the Thcssalian dialect, blend with the
" north-west Greek " speech of the mountaineers.*
Occupying the finest pasture-land in Greece, which has
little such territory, the Thessalian nobles were able to keep
up the horvse-loving and horse-breeding habits of the Homeric
heroes and of remoter " Aryan " ancestors; and with the
appearance in the Aegean region of the thoroughbred horse
which could carry a man at a gallop, they were quick to
develop the new cavalry arm. Relying on their horsemen,
the Thessalians were able to prevail over all their enemies,
and their cavalry ultimately became formidable enough to
use shock tactics even against good infantry,5 and to defend
the Thessalian plain effectively by harassing warfare against
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